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Definition 
 
Spreading a specified quality and quantity of topsoil 
materials on graded or constructed subsoil areas. 
 
Purpose 
 
To provide acceptable plant cover growing conditions, 
thereby reducing erosion; to reduce irrigation water needs; 
and to reduce the need for nitrogen fertilizer application. 
 
Conditions Where Practice Applies 
 
Topsoil is applied to subsoils that are droughty (low 
available moisture for plants), stony, slowly permeable, 
salty or extremely acid.  It is also used to backfill around 
shrub and tree transplants. This standard does not apply to 
wetland soils. 
 
Design Criteria 
 
1.  Preserve existing topsoil in place where possible, 
thereby reducing the need for added topsoil. 
 
2.  Conserve by stockpiling topsoil and friable fine textured 
subsoils that must be stripped from the excavated site and 
applied after final grading where vegetation will be 
established. 
 
3.  Refer to USDA Soil Conservation Service (presently 
Natural Resource Conservation Service) soil surveys or soil 
interpretation record sheets for further soil texture 
information for selecting appropriate design topsoil depths. 
 

Site Preparation 
 
1.  As needed, install erosion control practices such as 
diversions, channels, sediment traps, and stabilizing 
measures, or maintain if already installed. 
 
2.  Complete rough grading and final grade, allowing for 
depth of topsoil to be added. 
 
3.  Scarify all compact, slowly permeable, medium and fine 
textured subsoil areas.  Scarify at approximately right 
angles to the slope direction in soil areas that are steeper 
than 5 percent. Areas that have been overly compacted shall 
be decompacted to a minimum depth of 12 inches with a 
deep ripper or chisel plow prior to topsoiling. 
 
4.  Remove refuse, woody plant parts, stones over 3 inches 
in diameter, and other litter. 
 
 
Topsoil Materials 
 
1.  Topsoil shall have at least 6 percent by weight of fine 
textured stable organic material, and no greater than 20 
percent.  Muck soil shall not be considered topsoil. 
 
2.  Topsoil shall have not less than 20 percent fine textured 
material (passing the NO. 200 sieve) and not more than 15 
percent clay. 
 
3.  Topsoil treated with soil sterilants or herbicides shall be 
so identified to the purchaser. 
 
4.  Topsoil shall be relatively free of stones over 1 1/2 
inches in diameter, trash, noxious weeds such as nut sedge 
and quackgrass, and will have less than 10 percent gravel. 
 
5.  Topsoil containing soluble salts greater than 500 parts 
per million shall not be used. 
 
 
Application and Grading 
 
1.  Topsoil shall be distributed to a uniform depth over the 
area.  It shall not be placed when it is partly frozen, muddy, 
or on frozen slopes or over ice, snow, or standing water 
puddles. 
 
2.  Topsoil placed and graded on slopes steeper than 5 
percent shall be promptly fertilized, seeded, mulched, and 
stabilized by “tracking” with suitable equipment. 
 

STANDARD AND SPECIFICATIONS 
FOR TOPSOILING 
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3.  Apply topsoil in the following amounts: 
 

 

 
 
Site Conditions 

 
 
Intended Use 

Minimum 
Topsoil 
Depth 

1.  Deep sand or 
     loamy sand 

Mowed lawn 
Tall legumes, unmowed 
Tall grass, unmowed 

6 in. 
2 in. 
1 in. 

2.  Deep sandy 
     loam 

Mowed lawn 
 
Tall legumes, unmowed 
Tall grass, unmowed 

5 in. 
 
2 in. 
none 

3.  Six inches or 
     more: silt loam,        

loam, or silt 

Mowed lawn 
Tall legumes, unmowed 
Tall grass, unmowed 

4 in. 
1 in. 
1 in. 


