STANDARD AND SPECIFICATIONS
FOR TEMPORARY CRITICAL AREAPLANTINGS

Definition
Providing erosion control protection to a critical area for an

interim period. A critical area is any disturbed, denuded
slope subject to erosion.

Purpose

To provide temporary erosion and sediment control.
Temporary control is achieved by covering all bare ground
areas that exist as a result of construction or a natural event.

Conditions Where Practice Applies

Temporary seedings may be necessary on construction sites
to protect an area, or section, where final grading is
complete, when preparing for winter work shutdown, or to
provide cover when permanent seedings are likely to fail
due to mid-summer heat and drought. The intent is to
provide temporary protective cover during temporary
shutdown of construction and/or while waiting for optimal
planting time.

Criteria

Water management practices must be installed as
appropriate for site conditions. The area must be rough
graded and slopes physically stable. Large debris and rocks
are usually removed. Seedbed must be seeded within 24
hours of disturbance or scarification of the soil surface will
be necessary prior to seeding.

Fertilizer or lime are not typically used for temporary
seedings.

IF: Spring or summer or early fall, then seed the area with
ryegrass (annual or perennial) at 30 Ibs. per acre
(Approximately 0.7 Ib./1000 sg. ft. or use 1 Ib./1000 sq. ft.).
IF: Late fall or early winter, then seed Certified
*Aroostook’ winter rye (cereal rye) at 100 Ibs. per acre (2.5
Ibs./1000 sq. ft.).

Any seeding method may be used that will provide uniform
application of seed to the area and result in relatively good
soil to seed contact.

Mulch the area with hay or straw at 2 tons/acre (approx. 90
Ibs./1000 sq. ft. or 2 bales). Quality of hay or straw mulch
allowable will be determined based on long term use and
visual concerns. Mulch anchoring will be required where
wind or areas of concentrated water are of concern. Wood
fiber hydromulch or other sprayable products approved for
erosion control (nylon web or mesh) may be used if applied
according to manufacturers’ specification. Caution is
advised when using nylon or other synthetic products. They
may be difficult to remove prior to final seeding.

August 2005

Page 3.3

New York Standards and Specifications
For Erosion and Sediment Control



