STANDARD AND SPECIFICATIONS
FOR
TURBIDITY CURTAIN

Definition
A flexible, impenetrable barrier used to trap sediment in
water bodies. This curtain is weighted at the bottom to

achieve closure while supported at the top through a
flotation system.

Purpose

To prevent the migration of silt from a work site in a water
environment into the larger body of water.

Condition Where Practice Applies

A turbidity curtain is generally used when construction
activity occurs within a waterbody or along its shoreline
and is of short duration, generally less than one month.
Curtains are used in calm water surfaces. Turbidity

curtains are not to be used across flowing watercourses.

Design Criteria

The turbidity curtain shall be located beyond the lateral
limits of the construction site and firmly anchored in place.
The alignment should be set as close to the work area as

possible but not so close as to be disturbed by applicable
construction equipment. The height of the curtain shall be
20 percent greater than the depth of the water to allow for
water level fluctuations. The area that the turbidity curtain
protects shall not contain large culverts or drainage areas
that if flows occur behind the curtain would cause a breach
or lost contact at the bottom surface.

If water depths at the design alignment are minimal, the toe
can be anchored in place by staking.

See Figure 5A.15 on page 5A.34.

Construction Specifications

The area of proposed installation of the curtain shall be
inspected for obstacles and impediments that could damage
the curtain or impair its effectiveness to retain sediment.
All materials shall be removed so they cannot enter the
waterbody. Shallow installations can be made by securing
the curtain by staking rather than using a flotation system.
Supplemental anchors of the turbidity curtain toe shall be
used, as needed, depending on water surface disturbances
such as boats and wave action by winds.

Maintenance

The turbidity curtain shall be inspected daily and repaired
or replaced immediately. It is not normally necessary to
remove sediment deposited behind the curtain; but, when
necessary, removal is usually done by hand prior to removal
of the barrier. All removed silt is stabilized away from the
waterbody. The barrier shall be removed by carefully
pulling it toward the construction site to minimize the
release of attached sediment. Any floating construction or
natural debris shall be immediately removed to prevent
damage to the curtain. If the curtain is oriented in a manner
that faces the prevailing winds, frequent checks of the
anchorage shall be made.
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Figure 5A.15
Turbidity Curtain
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