STANDARD AND SPECIFICATIONS
FOR
STRAW BALE DIKE

Definition
A temporary barrier of straw, or similar material, used to

intercept sediment laden runoff from small drainage areas
of disturbed soil.

Purpose

The purpose of a bale dike is to reduce runoff velocity and
effect deposition of the transported sediment load. Straw
bale dikes have an estimated design life of three (3) months.

Conditions Where Practice Applies

The straw bale dike is used where:

1. No other practice is feasible.

2. There is no concentration of water in a channel or
other drainage way above the barrier.

3. Erosion would occur in the form of sheet erosion.

4. Length of slope above the straw bale dike does
not exceed these limits.

Constructed Percent  Slope Length
Slope Slope (ft.)
2:1 50 25
31 33 50
4:1 25 75

Where slope gradient changes through the drainage area,
steepness refers to the steepest slope section contributing to
the straw bale dike.

The practice may also be used for a single family lot if the
slope is less than 15 percent. The contributing drainage
areas in this instance shall be less than one quarter of an
acre per 100 feet of fence and the length of slope above the
dike shall be less than 200 feet.

Design Criteria

The above table is adequate, in general, for a one-inch
rainfall event. Larger storms could cause failure of this
practice. Use of this practice in sensitive areas for longer
than one month should be specifically designed to store
expected runoff. All bales shall be placed on the contour
with cut edge of bale adhering to the ground. See Figure
5A.7 on page 5A.18 or details.
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Figure 5A.7
Straw Bale Dike
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BEDDING DETAIL
NOT TO SCALE

DRAINAGE AREA NO MORE THAN 1/4 ACRE PER 100 FEET
OF STRAW BALE DIKE FOR SLOPES LESS THAN 234

ANGLE FIRST STAKE TOWARDS
PREVIOUSLY LAID BALE.

FLOW

BOUND BALES PLACED
ON CONTOUR.

2 RE-BARS, STEEL PICKETS
OR 2°X2° STAKES PLACED

1 1/2° 7O 2° IN GROUND.
DRIVE STAKES ELUSH WITH
TOP OF BALE.

NOT TO SCALE

CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS

1. BALES SHALL BE PLACED AT THE TOE OF A SLOPE DR ON THE CONTOUR AND IN A
ROW WITH ENDS TIGHTLY ABUTTING THE ADJACENT BALES.

2, EACH BALE SHALL BE EMBEDDED IN THE SOIL A MINIMUM OF ¢4) INCHES, AND
PLACED SO THE BINDINGS ARE HORIZONTAL.

3, BALES SHALL BE SECURELY ANCHORED IN PLACE BY EITHER TwWD STAKES OR

RE-BARS DRIVEN THROUGH THE BALE, THE FIRST STAKE IN EACH BALE SHALL
BE DRIVEN TOWARD THE PREWVIDUSLY LAID BALE AT AN ANGLE TO FORCE THE

BALES TOGETHER. STAKES SHALL BE DRIVEN FLUSH WITH THE BALE.

4, INSPECTION SHALL BE FREQUENT AND REPAIR REPLACEMENT SHALL BE MADE
PROMTLY AS NEEDED.

S. BALES SHALL BE REMOVED WHEN THEY HAVE SERVED THEIR USEFULLNESS S0
AS NOT TO BLOCK OR IMPEDE STORM FLOW OR DRAINAGE.

ADAPTED FROM DETAILS PROVIDED BY: USDA - NRCS,
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, STRAW BALE
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION, DIKE
NEW YORK STATE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
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