STANDARD AND SPECIFICATIONS
FOR
RIPRAP SLOPE PROTECTION

Definition

A layer of stone designed to protect and stabilize areas
subject to erosion.

Purpose

To protect the soil surface from erosive forces and/or
improve the stability of soil slopes that are subject to
seepage or have poor soil structure.

Conditions Where Practice Applies

Riprap is used for cut and fill slopes subject to seepage,
erosion, or weathering, particularly where conditions
prohibit the establishment of vegetation. Riprap is also
used for channel side slopes and bottoms, streambanks,
grade sills, on shorelines subject to erosion, and at inlets
and outlets to culverts, bridges, slope drains, grade
stabilization structures, and storm drains.

Design Criteria

Gradation — Riprap should be a well-graded mixture with
50% by weight larger than the specified design size. The
diameter of the largest stone size in such a mixture should
be 1.5 times the ds, size with smaller sizes grading down to
1inch. The designer should select the size or sizes that
equal or exceed that minimum size based on riprap
gradations commercially available in the area.

Thickness — The minimum layer thickness should be 1.5
times the maximum stone diameter, but in no case less than
6 inches.

Quality — Stone for riprap should be hard, durable field or
quarry materials. They should be angular and not subject to
breaking down when exposed to water or weathering. The
specific gravity should be at least 2.5.

Size — The sizes of stones used for riprap protection are
determined by purpose and specific site conditions:

1. Slope Stabilization — Riprap stone for slope
stabilization not subject to flowing water or wave
action should be sized for the proposed grade. The
gradient of the slope to be stabilized should be less
than the natural angle of repose of the stone selected.
Angles of repose of riprap stones may be estimated
from Figure 5B.26.

Riprap used for surface stabilization of slopes does
not add significant resistance to sliding or slope
failure and should not be considered a retaining wall.
Slopes approaching 1.5:1 may require special stability
analysis. The inherent stability of the soil must be
satisfactory before riprap is used for surface
stabilization.

2. Outlet Protection — Design criteria for sizing stone
and determining dimensions of riprap aprons are
presented in Standards and Specifications for Rock
Outlet Protection.

3. Streambank Protection — Design criteria for sizing
stone for stability of channel bank are presented in
Standard and Specifications for Structural Streambank
Protection.

Filter Blanket — A filter blanket is a layer of material
placed between the riprap and the underlying soil to prevent
soil movement into or through the riprap. A suitable filter
may consist of a well-graded gravel or sand-gravel layer or
a synthetic filter fabric manufactured for this purpose. The
design of a gravel filter blanket is based on the ratio of
particle size in the overlying filter material to that of the
base material in accordance with the criteria below.
Multiple layers may be designed to affect a proper filter if
necessary.

A gravel filter blanket should have the following
relationship for a stable design:

dys filter <5
dgs base
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dys filter

5 < ds base <40
and
dso filter <40
dso base

Filter refers to the overlying material while base refers to
the underlying material. These relationships must hold
between the base and filter and the filter and riprap to
prevent migration of material. In some cases, more than
one filter may be needed. Each filter layer should be a
minimum of 6 inches thick, unless an acceptable filter
fabric is used.

A synthetic filter fabric may be used with or in place of
gravel filters. The following particle size relationships
should exist:

1. Filter fabric covering a base containing 50% or less by
weight of fine particles (#200 sieve size):

a. d85 base (mm)
EOS*filter fabric (mm) >1

b. total open area of filter fabric should not exceed 36%
2. Filter fabric covering other soils:

a. EOS is no larger than 0.21 mm (#70 sieve size)

b. total open area of filter fabric should not exceed 10%

*EOS - Equivalent opening size compared to a U.S.
standard sieve size.

No filter fabric should have less than 4% open area or an
EOS less than U.S. Standard Sieve #100 (0.15 mm). The
permeability of the fabric must be greater than that of the
soil. The fabric may be made of woven or nonwoven
monofilament yarns and should meet the following
minimum requirements:

Thickness 20-60 mils

grab strength 90-120 Ibs.

conform to ASTM D-1682 or ASTM D-177

Filter blankets should always be provided where seepage is
significant or where flow velocity and duration of flow or

turbulence may cause underlying soil particles to move
though the riprap.

Construction Specifications

Subgrade Preparation — Prepare the subgrade for riprap

and filter to the required lines and grades shown on the
plans. Compact any fill required in the subgrade to a
density approximating that of the undisturbed material or
overfill depressions with riprap. Remove brush, trees,
stumps, and other objectionable material. Cut the subgrade
sufficiently deep so that the finished grade of the riprap will
be at the elevation of the surrounding area. Channels
should be excavated sufficiently to allow placement of the
riprap in a manner such that the finished inside dimensions
and grade of the riprap meet design specifications.

Sand and gravel filter blanket — Place the filter blanket
immediately after the ground foundation is prepared. For
gravel, spread filter stone in a uniform layer to the specified
depth. Where more than one layer of filter material is used,
spread the layers with minimal mixing.

Synthetic filter fabric — Place the cloth directly on the
prepared foundation. Overlap the edges by at least 2 feet,
and space the anchor pins every 3 feet along the overlap.
Bury the upper and lower ends of the cloth a minimum of
12 inches below ground. Take precautions not to damage
the cloth by dropping the riprap. If damage occurs, remove
the riprap and repair the sheet by adding another layer of
filter fabric with a minimum overlap of 12 inches around
the damaged area. Where large stones are to be placed, a 4-
inch layer of fine sand or gravel is recommended to protect
the filter cloth. Filter fabric is not recommended as a filter
on slopes steeper than 2 horizontal to 1 vertical.

Stone placement — Placement of the riprap should follow
immediately after placement of the filter. Place riprap so
that it forms dense, well-graded mass of stone with a
minimum of voids. The desired distribution of stones
throughout the mass may be obtained by selective loading
at the quarry and controlled dumping during final
placement. Place riprap to its full thickness in one
operation. Do not place riprap by dumping through chutes
or other methods that cause segregation of stone sizes. Be
careful not to dislodge the underlying base or filter when
placing the stones.

The toe of the riprap should be keyed into a stable
foundation at its base as shown in Figure 5B.27—Typical
Riprap Slope Protection Detail. The toe should be
excavated to a depth of 2.0 feet. The design thickness of
the riprap should extend a minimum of 3 feet horizontally
from the slope. The finished slope should be free of
pockets of small stone or clusters of large stones. Hand
placing may be necessary to achieve proper distribution of
stone sizes to produce a relatively smooth, uniform surface.
The finished grade of the riprap should blend with the
surrounding area.

Maintenance
Riprap should be inspected periodically for scour or

dislodged stones. Control weed and brush growth as
needed.
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Figure 5B.26
Angles of Repose of Riprap Stones (FHWA)
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Figure 5B.27
Typical Riprap Slope Protection Detail
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