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STANDARD AND SPECIFICATIONS  
FOR 

LANDGRADING 

Definition 
 
Reshaping of the existing land surface in accordance with a 
plan as determined by engineering survey and layout. 
 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of a landgrading specification is to provide for 
erosion control and vegetative establishment on those areas 
where the existing land surface is to be reshaped by grading 
according to plan. 
 
Design Criteria 
 
The grading plan should be based upon the incorporation of 
building designs and street layouts that fit and utilize 
existing topography and desirable natural surrounding to 
avoid extreme grade modifications.  Information submitted 
must provide sufficient topographic surveys and soil 
investigations to determine limitations that must be imposed 
on the grading operation related to slope stability, effect on 
adjacent properties and drainage patterns, measures for 
drainage and water removal, and vegetative treatment, etc. 
 
Many counties have regulations and design procedures 
already established for land grading and cut and fill slopes.  
Where these requirements exist, they shall be followed. 
 
The plan must show existing and proposed contours of the 
area(s) to be graded.  The plan shall also include practices 
for erosion control, slope stabilization, safe disposal of 
runoff water and drainage, such as waterways, lined ditches, 
reverse slope benches (include grade and cross section), 
grade stabilization structures, retaining walls, and surface 
and subsurface drains.  The plan shall also include phasing 

of these practices.   The following shall be incorporated into 
the plan: 
 

1.    Provisions shall be made to safely conduct surface 
runoff to storm drains, protected outlets, or to stable 
water courses to ensure that surface runoff will not 
damage slopes or other graded areas; see standards 
and specifications for Grassed Waterway, Diversion, 
Grade Stabilization Structure. 

 
2.    Cut and fill slopes that are to be stabilized with 

grasses shall not be steeper than 2:1.  When slopes 
exceed 2:1, special design and stabilization 
consideration are required and shall be adequately 
shown on the plans.  (Note:  Where the slope is to be 
mowed, the slope should be no steeper than 3:1, 
although 4:1 is preferred because of safety factors 
related to mowing steep slopes.) 

 
3.    Reverse slope benches or diversion shall be provided 

whenever the vertical interval (height) of any 2:1 
slope exceeds 20 feet; for 3:1 slope it shall be 
increased to 30 feet and for 4:1 to 40 feet.  Benches 
shall be located to divide the slope face as equally as 
possible and shall convey the water to a stable outlet.  
Soils, seeps, rock outcrops, etc., shall also be taken 
into consideration when designing benches. 

 
A.  Benches shall be a minimum of six feet wide to 

provide for ease of maintenance. 
 
B.  Benches shall be designed with a reverse slope of 

6:1 or flatter to the toe of the upper slope and 
with a minimum of one foot in depth.  Bench 
gradient to the outlet shall be between 2 percent 
and 3 percent, unless accompanied by 
appropriate design and computations. 

 
C.  The flow length within a bench shall not exceed 

800 feet unless accompanied by appropriate 
design and computations; see Standard and 
Specifications for Diversion on page 5B.1 

 
4.    Surface water shall be diverted from the face of all 

cut and/or fill slopes by the use of diversions, ditches 
and swales or conveyed downslope by the use of a 
designed structure, except where: 

 
A.  The face of the slope is or shall be stabilized and 

the face of all graded slopes shall be protected 
from surface runoff until they are stabilized. 
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B.  The face of the slope shall not be subject to any 
concentrated flows of surface water such as from 
natural drainage ways, graded swales, 
downspouts, etc. 

 
C.  The face of the slope will be protected by special 

erosion control materials, sod, gravel, riprap, or 
other stabilization method. 

 
5.    Cut slopes occurring in ripable rock shall be serrated 

as shown in Figure 5B.23 on page 5B.51.  The 
serrations shall be made with conventional 
equipment as the excavation is made.  Each step or 
serration shall be constructed on the contour and will 
have steps cut at nominal two-foot intervals with 
nominal three-foot horizontal shelves.  These steps 
will vary depending on the slope ratio or the cut 
slope.   The nominal slope line is 1 ½: 1.  These steps 
will weather and act to hold moisture, lime, fertilizer, 
and seed thus producing a much quicker and longer-
lived vegetative cover and better slope stabilization.  
Overland flow shall be diverted from the top of all 
serrated cut slopes and carried to a suitable outlet.  

 
6.    Subsurface drainage shall be provided where 

necessary to intercept seepage that would otherwise 
adversely affect slope stability or create excessively 
wet site conditions. 

 
7.    Slopes shall not be created so close to property lines 

as to endanger adjoining properties without 
adequately protecting such properties against 
sedimentation, erosion, slippage, settlement, 
subsidence, or other related damages. 

 
8.    Fill material shall be free of brush, rubbish, rocks, 

logs, stumps, building debris, and other objectionable 
material.  It should be free of stones over two (2) 
inches in diameter where compacted by hand or 
mechanical tampers or over eight (8) inches in 
diameter where compacted by rollers or other 
equipment.  Frozen material shall not be placed in 
the fill nor shall the fill material be placed on a 
frozen foundation. 

 
9.   Stockpiles, borrow areas, and spoil shall be shown on 

the plans and shall be subject to the provisions of this 
Standard and Specifications. 

 
10.  All disturbed areas shall be stabilized structurally or 

vegetatively in compliance with the Standard and 
Specifications for Critical Area Treatment in Section 
3. 

 
Construction Specifications 
 
See Figures 5B.23 and 5B.24 for details. 
 

1.   All graded or disturbed areas, including slopes, shall be 
protected during clearing and construction in accordance 
with the erosion and sediment control plan until they are 
adequately stabilized. 

 
2.    All erosion and sediment control practices and 

measures shall be constructed, applied and maintained 
in accordance with the sediment control plan and the 
“New York Standards and Specifications for Erosion 
and Sediment Control.” 

 
3.    Topsoil required for the establishment of vegetation 

shall be stockpiled in amount necessary to complete 
finished grading of all exposed areas. 

 
4.    Areas to be filled shall be cleared, grubbed, and 

stripped of topsoil to remove trees, vegetation, roots, or 
other objectionable material. 

 
5.    Areas that are to be topsoiled shall be scarified to a 

minimum depth of four inches prior to placement of 
topsoil. 

 
6.    All fills shall be compacted as required to reduce 

erosion, slippage, settlement, subsidence, or other 
related problems.  Fill intended to support buildings, 
structures, and conduits, etc., shall be compacted in 
accordance with local requirements or codes. 

 
7.    All fill shall be placed and compacted in layers not to 

exceed 9 inches in thickness. 
 
8.    Except for approved landfills or nonstructural fills, fill 

material shall be free of frozen particles, brush, roots, 
sod, or other foreign objectionable materials that would 
interfere with, or prevent, construction of satisfactory 
fills. 

 
9.   Frozen material or soft, mucky or highly compressible 

materials shall not be incorporated into fill slopes or 
structural fills.  

 
10.  Fill shall not be placed on saturated or frozen surfaces. 
 
11.  All benches shall be kept free of sediment during all 

phases of development. 
 
12.  Seeps or springs encountered during construction shall 

be handled in accordance with the Standard and 
Specification for Subsurface Drain on page 5B.44 or 
other approved methods. 

 
13.  All graded areas shall be permanently stabilized 

immediately following finished grading. 
 
14.  Stockpiles, borrow areas, and spoil areas shall be 

shown on the plans and shall be subject to the 
provisions of this Standard and Specifications. 
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Figure 5B.23 
Typical Section of Serrated Cut Slope  
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Figure 5B.24 (1) 
Landgrading  
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Figure 5B.24 (2) 
Landgrading —Construction Specifications 


