STANDARD AND SPECIFICATIONS
FOR
LIVE FASCINES

Definition

The placement of groups or bundles of twigs, whips, or
branches in shallow trenches, on the contour, on either cut
or fill slopes.

Purpose

To stabilize slopes by slowing water movement down the
slope, increasing infiltration, trapping slope sediments, and
increasing soil stability with root systems.

Conditions Where Practice Applies

On sloping areas such as road cuts, slumped areas, road
fills, gullies, and streambanks subject to erosion, seepage,
or weathering, which have a low to medium hazard
potential should slope failure occur. Slopes must be 1:1 or
flatter.

Design Criteria

Materials—Shall be a native or nursery grown cultivar that
is capable of performing the intended function.

Fascines—Shall be made by forming the bundles 8-15 feet
long, 4 inches minimum in diameter, from stems no more
than 1 inch in diameter.

Overlap—Fascines should be overlapped at the tapered
ends a minimum of 1-foot.

Vertical Spacing—The spacing of the contours for the
fascines is dependent on the degree of erosion or potential
erosion at the site. Factors include slope steepness, soil
type, drainage, and existing ground cover. The following is
a general guide to selecting contour interval:

Slope Contour Interval
1:1 3’
151 3
2:1 4
2.5:1 4
31 5
3.5:1 5
4:1 6’
6:1 8’

See Figure 4.2 for details.

Construction Specifications

1. Fascines shall be 4 inches minimum in diameter.

2. Prior to placing the fascines, the slope shall be smoothed
and graded with obstructions removed. Any structural
measures for revetment, drainage, or surface water
management will be installed first.

3. Working from the bottom of the slope to the top,
excavate the fascine trench. Place fascines in trench and
anchor with stakes spaced at 24 inches. Cover fascines
with soil leaving about 10% exposed to view. Fascines
shall be overlapped 12 inches minimum in the trench.

4. Soil shall be worked into the fascine and compacted by
walking on the fascine being covered.

5. All disturbed areas should be seeded upon completion of
fascine placement.

Maintenance

Regular inspection and maintenance of fascine installations
should be conducted especially during the first year of

establishment. Loose stakes should be reset and settled fill
areas should be brought back to grade. Prompt corrections
to gullies, sloughs or other evident problems shall be made.
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CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS

1. LIVE FASCINES SHALL BE PREPARED FROM FRESHLY CUT DORMANT PLANTS AND INSTALLED
WITHIN 8 HOURS OF THE TIME THE MATERIAL IS HARVESTED, UNLESS PROPERLY STORED

2 LIVE FASCINE SHALL BE OBTAINED FROM SOURCES APPROVED BY THE ENGINEER.

3. LIVE FASCINES SHALL BE 4* TO 8" IN DIAMETER. LENGTHS MAY VARY TO SUIT CONDITIONS,
4 MINIMUM LENGTH DF &' IS REQUIRED.

4, THE TIPS OF THE BRANCHES WITHIN THE LIVE FASCINE SHALL BE STAGGERED.
5. LIVE FASCINES SHALL BE PLACED AS INDICATED IN THE CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.

& BEGINNING AT THE BASE DF THE SLOPE, A TRENCH SHALL BE DUG LARGE ENOUGH TO CONTAIN
THE LIVE FASCINES. THE LIVE FASCINES SHALL BE PLACED IN THE TRENCH. WHERE ENDS MEET
IN THE TRENCH, THE FASCINES SHALL OVERLAP BY 18°

7. WDOD POSTS SHALL BE INSTALLED FLUSH TO THE TOP OF THE FASCINE EVERY 18" ALONG THE
LENGTH OF THE BUNDLES AS SHOWN ON THE CROSS SECTION. WHERE SPECIFIED LIVE STAKES
MAY BE USED IN PLACE OF PDSTS.

B, THE TRENCH SHALL BE BACKFILLED WITH MOIST SOIL AND HAND TAMPED. THE TOF OF THE
FASCINE SHALL BE SLIGHTLY EXPOSED WHEN THE INSTALLATION IS COMPLETE AS SHOWN ON
THE CROSS SECTION

9, SEED OR OTHER EROSION CONTROL MATERIAL SHALL BE USED BETWEEN THE FASCINE ROWS,
AS SPECIFIED IN THE CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.

10, LIVE FASCINE TRENCHES SHALL BE FROM 3 TO &' APART, ACCORDING TO SLOPE ﬁHDKDR
THE CONTRACT DDCUMENTS.

ADAPTED FROM DETAILS PROVIDED BY: USDA ~ NRCS,
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION,
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION, LIVE FASCINE
NEW YORK STATE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
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